
East Lake Sammamish Trail
King County Department of Executive Services
Facilities Management Division
Attn: Robin Cole
500 Fourth Avenue, Room 320
Seattle, WA 98104

UpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdateUpdate
Summer 2003

Update

contacts
Master Plan &                      Robin Cole                                            (206) 296-4261
Interim Use Trail                   King County Facilities Management       robin.cole@metrokc.gov

Property Management &
Maintenance Issues              Joe Wilson                                             (206) 263-6208
Special Use Permits               King County Parks System                      joe.wilson@metrokc.gov                         

Steady progress
The good news: we’re building the East Lake Sammamish Trail and with it, 
creating a valuable link in our regional trail system.

An East Lake Sammamish Trail along former Burlington Northern 
railroad right-of-way east of the lake’s shoreline was first proposed in the 
King County Urban Trails Plan in 1971. In 1998, King County took the 
first steps toward realizing the vision with the purchase of the rail corridor. 
Since then, we have undertaken a thorough environmental review and 
public outreach process, applied for and been issued numerous permits and 
approvals to install protection for natural resources and construct a gravel 
trail through the cities of Issaquah and Redmond. Some of the federal 
and state permits cover work within the city of Sammamish as well, but 
local permits still need to be issued by the city before we can develop the 
Trail within Sammamish. We look forward to completing the missing link 
next summer. This first phase will allow public use of the former railroad 
corridor in a way that protects human safety and the environment, while we 
continue the master planning and implementation of the permanent trail.

The completed East Lake Sammamish Trail will link the Burke Gilman 
Trail and the Sammamish River Trail with the Mountains to Sound 
Greenway, continue through Issaquah, and ultimately connect with the 
Washington State trail system which runs over Snoqualmie Pass to Coeur 
d’Alene, Idaho. 

We’re making real progress.

Join the new
volunteer team
We’ve set a goal to put a new volunteer 
program in motion by the end of 
2003 and we invite your involvement.

Lend a hand with re-planting, 
removing invasive vegetation and 
restoring wetland areas. We’re seeking 
volunteers interested in protecting and 
enhancing environmentally sensitive 
areas within the East Lake Sammamish 
corridor. Are you interested? Please call 
(206) 263-6208.
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Maintaining the corridor
The King County Division of Parks and Recreation (DPR) 
operates and maintains our regional trail system. In keeping 
with their responsible management of the land, DPR has 
initiated a program of restorative maintenance along the East 
Lake Sammamish Trail corridor. 

Since 1999 DPR has repaired drainage systems and 
culverts at nearly 40 locations along the trail corridor, 
including the 22 projects expected to be completed by 
the end of 2003. The DPR crew mows and removes litter 
regularly. They also replace deteriorated driveway crossings, 
install signage and remove hazardous trees. In addition, 
they are often required to remove household waste, yard 
clippings and construction debris left by others in ditches 
and elsewhere on the corridor.

If you have a concern about maintenance along the trail 
corridor, please contact Joe Wilson, Parks Program Property 
Officer at (206) 391-2534 or Hank Bradberry, District 
Maintenance Supervisor at (206) 391-3355.
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Additional copies of this newsletter are available upon request. 
Please call (206) 296-4121. For TTY access, call the 711 Relay Service. 

King County Executive

Ron Sims

Dear Citizen,

It is a pleasure to share good news with you! We are about to begin construction of 3.4 miles of the 

East Lake Sammamish Interim Use Trail, the first phase of the regional trail along East Lake 

Sammamish that King County has envisioned since 1971.  

We are excited about the transportation and recreation opportunities the Interim Trail will 

provide. From the south, the Interim Trail will connect downtown Issaquah with Lake Sammamish 

State Park. Plateau residents can enter the Interim Trail at Mallard Bay, the foot of 43rd Way South, 

and journey along the lake to Sammamish State Park, Pickering Place, Gillman Village, and downtown 

Issaquah. The Interim Trail through Redmond begins at 187th NE, and travels through a lush natural 

environment. As the Interim Trail nears the northern terminus, access will be provided along NE 65th 

to Marymoor Park, through which the Burke Gilman and Sammamish River Trails can be reached.

King County remains committed to the completion of the Master Plan and the implementation 

of a permanent trail. We remain committed because the trail will be an integral part of the regional 

trail system and ultimately offer an alternative means of transportation in our increasingly urbanized 

area. Our state and federal governments agree, as demonstrated by their continued funding of the 

East Lake Sammamish Trail project with Federal Highway funds earmarked specifically for alternative 

transportation projects.

King County is currently working with Washington State Department of Transportation and 

Federal Highway Administration to prepare the environmental impact statement (EIS) for the trail 

Master Plan. Our public process, agency consultation and coordination over the last several years will 

ensure that trail alternatives considered in the EIS meet the County’s objectives, provide a safe and 

enjoyable experience for trail users, protect natural resources and facilitate the County’s ability to be a 

good neighbor. I look forward to publishing the draft EIS in early 2004. 

The Regional Trail System exemplifies our regional role in the parks and recreation arena. We 

continue to receive tremendous citizen support and enthusiasm for our regional trails throughout King 

County, as evidenced by the recent successful passage of the Parks levy, which will ensure adequate 

funding to continue maintenance and operation of these regional trails. I am grateful for your support 

and your confidence in our ability to address your recreation needs. 

I thank you for your continued support and patience as we move toward realizing our vision.

Sincerely, 

Ron Sims

King County Executive

          Interim Use Trail 

Where we stand
Permits

• In 1999 King County initiated the 
lengthy permit application process 
which would eventually extend 
to four jurisdictions including 
Redmond, Issaquah, Sammamish, 
and un-incorporated King County 

• In 2002 City of Redmond issued 
permits for construction of Interim 
Use Trail within Redmond

• In 2003 City of Issaquah issued 
permits for construction of Interim 
Use Trail within Issaquah

• In 2003 King County secured vested 
grading permits for areas previously 
within un-incorporated King County

• By 2003 King County obtained all 
local, state and federal approvals 
necessary to construct outside of 
City of Sammamish

• As of July 2003 City of Sammamish 
permits remain under appeal, 
preventing construction within 
Sammamish city limits at this time

City of Sammamish permits
• In 2002 City of Sammamish issued 

King County a PAUE (Public 
Agency and Utility Exception) 
permit which included over $1 
million in mitigation conditions 
not required by regulatory codes

• King County appealed excessive 
conditions of City’s PAUE decision

• A group of adjacent property 
owners, East Lake Sammamish 
Community Association (ELSCA), 
appealed City’s decision to issue the 
permit, and requested the City deny 
the County’s PAUE application

• In 2003 a Sammamish temporary 
hearing examiner denied the PAUE, 
but agreed with King County that 
the City’s conditions exceeded their 
regulatory authority

• King County appealed hearing 
examiner’s decision to King 
County Superior Court

• ELSCA appealed hearing 
examiner’s decision to Snohomish 
County Superior Court

• Because ELSCA filed their appeal 
first and Snohomish County Superior 
Court elected to hear it, King 
County agreed to have its appeal 
heard in Snohomish County as well

Interim Use Trail 
• Puget Sound Regional Council 

approved King County’s request to 
begin construction of sections of  
Interim Use Trail located within Interim Use Trail located within 
Cities of Redmond and Issaquah

• King County submitted 
construction plans, specifications 
and summary of environmental 
conditions to Washington State 
Department of Transportation 
(WSDOT) for final approval

• Final approval from WSDOT 
expected in August 2003

• Construction of Interim Use Trail 
within Redmond and Issaquah 
(3.4 miles) to begin in Fall 2003

• Interim Use Trail is expected to 
open by late 2003

1888-1996
Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe Railroad and 
its predecessors run 
freight trains on the 
corridor

2002
Interdisciplinary 
Team—representing 
variety of agencies and 
jurisdictions—identifies 
trail alignment 
alternatives and crafts 
Statement of Purpose 
and Need for Trail 
Master Plan

1971
King County identifies 
East Lake Sammamish 
Trail as a potential 
future urban trail 
corridor

1997
Cascade Land 
Conservancy 
purchases rail corridor 
with the purpose of 
obtaining federal 
railbanking approval 
and selling the 
railbanked corridor 
to King County for a 
regional trail

1998
King County purchases 
the railbanked corridor

1999
King County holds three 
community meetings to 
discuss trail planning

Citizen Advisory Group 
forms and continues to 
meet regularly

King County Executive 
Ron Sims announces 
preparation of an EIS for 
Interim Use and Resource 
Protection Plan

2000
King County selects railbed 
alignment in Interim Use 
and Resource Protection 
Plan for safety and 
environmental reasons

King County publishes 
final EIS on Interim Use and 
Resource Protection Plan

Over 150 citizens gather 
for five neighborhood 
vision workshops to discuss 
concerns and potential 
design elements of the trail 
Master Plan

2003
Construction of 
Interim Use trail 
begins in Redmond 
and Issaquah

2004
King County releases 
draft Master Plan 
Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) 


